rthur E. Stilwell founded Kansas City
Southern in 1887 with a bold vision to provide a
direct north-south rail route to the Gulf of Mexico,
moving grain, coal, lumber and other minerals
across a growing nation. Considered to be eccentric
during a time when other railroads adopted an
east-west route, Stilwell pushed forward with his
dream of the north-south rail line, undaunted by
those who labeled his aspirations unrealistic. Stilwell’s strategy—and Kansas City Southern—
was an unqualified success.

For more than a century, the leaders and hard-working railroaders at Kansas City Southern
have embraced Stilwell’s tenacious ingenuity, making Kansas City Southern what it is today.
Deeply committed to the community, the company established the Kansas City Southern
Charitable Fund at the Greater Kansas City Community Foundation in 1993 and later launched
a matching gifts program to encourage employees to experience the joys of charitable giving.



